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Media Release

RUH marks two years of COVID-19

A service to mark two years since the first national COVID-19 lockdown took place today
at the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust, on the National Day of
Reflection.

Since the start of the pandemic, so far the RUH has cared for more than 2,500 COVID-19
patients in inpatient wards, and thousands more in areas like the Emergency Department.

The National Day of Reflection was a chance to pause, remember those whose lives have
been lost, and reflect on the professional and personal impact of the past two years.

Chief Nurse Toni Lynch, who did a reading at the service, said: “It has been a devastating
time for us all — patients, their loved ones, staff and our wider community - so it felt really
important for us to take a moment to pause and reflect.

“Our thoughts are with the loved ones of every single patient who has died during the
pandemic. We recognise that all families have been affected, even if their loss was
unrelated to COVID-19 — many people haven'’t been able to grieve in the way they
normally would.

“The National Day of Reflection has also been a time to reflect on the challenges we have
faced. | am very proud of the whole RUH team for the way we have come together in the
face of adversity, through some very difficult times.”

The service in the hospital's Spiritual Care Centre was led by Lead Chaplin Narinder
Tegally, and included readings and the nationwide minute’s silence at 12 noon.

With the RUH continuing to follow social distancing, people were invited to watch the
service in a Facebook livestream, rather than attending in person. The service is available
to view on the RUH's Facebook page.
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Toni added: “While it is important to reflect and remember, we also acknowledge that the
pandemic sadly is not yet over. We are still caring for COVID-19 patients, and
unfortunately this does have an ongoing impact on our other hospital services.

‘I know that the last two years have been incredibly difficult for everyone, but we are
asking our community to continue supporting us by ensuring that together we keep the
hospital safe. That includes still wearing face masks within the RUH, and not coming in for
appointments or visits if you have any COVID-19 symptoms.”
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The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and
fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit for the future

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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