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Media Release

Watch our second online RUH annual general meeting

If you missed it but would like to catch up on a year in the life of the RUH, you can watch the
second online Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust AGM at
www.ruh.nhs.uk/AGMlive

The event is hosted by Trust Chair Alison Ryan, and includes a year in review presentation from
Chief Executive Cara Charles-Barks, who reflects on her first year in post during the
unprecedented challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cara also looks to the future, which she describes as “the most exciting times for the NHS, the
most exciting period in the RUH’s history. The pandemic has opened up opportunities and
innovation for us to do things differently. We’ve had an amazing 70 years — now it's up to us to
create a legacy for the next 70.”

There are presentations by staff on caring for COVID-positive patients at their end of life, and on
the importance of creating a culture of diversity and inclusion, mental health and wellbeing, and
kindness throughout the Trust.

You can also hear details of the Trust’s plans for the future of cancer services, as work gets
underway on the new Dyson Cancer Centre at the RUH.

The AGM also includes reports on the Trust's operational and financial performance, the annual
report of the Council of Governors and an update about the Trust's progress on its priorities for
2020/21.

Trust Chair Alison Ryan said: "This meeting is the perfect opportunity for people to find out more
about how the RUH has fared during what has been another very challenging 12 months.
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"Thank you to those who asked questions about the RUH during the meeting. It's not too late — if
there’s anything you’d like to ask, please contact our Membership Office
at RUHmembership@nhs.net or on 01225 826288 or 821262.”

Ends

Notes to Editor:

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and
fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for _the future

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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