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Bath Racecourse NHS vaccine centre tops 1000 appointments a day 

More than a thousand people a day are now being given their first coronavirus jab at the large 

public vaccination centre at Bath Racecourse. 

The centre has doubled its 500-plus capacity of people from eligible age groups in the local 

community. It has also doubled its number of vaccination staff, increased its numbers of car 

parking marshals and volunteers and opened a second vaccination pod to help cope with demand. 

Vaccine Centre Operations Director Heather Cooper said: “It’s a really significant day – as 

significant as the first day we opened. Five hundred people a day is a lot, but to double that and to 

double staff numbers is really impressive. It’s all been very positive and the feedback from public 

and staff has been great.” 

Steve Jones, who travelled from Yate in South Gloucestershire for his appointment, said: “It’s been 

a really good experience and I’m so pleased I’ve had my first vaccination. Everyone’s been really 

friendly and it’s been quick and efficient. For me, once lockdown eases a bit, it means I can now 

get out in the open air and meet people again, watch my son play football, go back in to work and 

to socialise with people much more than we’ve done over the past 12 months.” 

The vaccine centre is currently offering appointments to people in the 55+ age group, and is ready 

to see those in the next group, the 50 year olds and over, once they are invited to have their jab. 

People are asked not to turn up at Bath Racecourse without an appointment as the vaccination 

staff will be unable to give the jab to anyone without a pre-arranged vaccine slot. 

The Centre has had to reschedule a number of appointments in April, May and June and has 

apologised for any inconvenience.  

Appointments have been cancelled on 6 and 16 April; 3, 12 and 21 May, and 4, 12, 23 and 30 

June. 
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If you have been notified that your appointment has been cancelled, please make sure you re-book 

your appointment as soon as possible using the national booking system at nhs.uk/covid-

vaccination or call 119. 

 

More information about the local vaccination programme can be found here: 

https://bit.ly/37M6gF8 

 
 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editor: 

 

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment 

population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East 

Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical 

Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South 

Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery, 

services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support 

services.  

 

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for 

Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country 

offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and 

fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis. 

 

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site 

and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and 

Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details 

visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future 

 

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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