
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
02.10.20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media Release 
 
 

Top appointment for RUH Trust 
 
A former local GP with 30 years’ experience of working with the local Bath community has 
been appointed as a new Non-Executive Director to the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS 
Foundation Trust. 
 
Dr Ian Orpen, also formerly the Clinical Chair for Bath and North East Somerset Clinical 
Commissioning Group, will play a key role in bringing an independent perspective to the 
boardroom and use his professional skills and insight to support the governance and 
strategic development of the Trust. 
 
Dr Orpen said: “I’m delighted to be taking up the role of Non-Executive Director. As a local 
GP I have seen first-hand the critical role that an effective local hospital plays in direct 
patient care and its place at the centre of the local health and care system for expertise 
and specialist care delivery. 
 
“Through my time as a Bath GP, and seven years as the Clinical Chair of BaNES CCG, I 
have wealth of experience within the local care system and have developed a very good 
understanding of the workings of the RUH, both the challenges it faces as well as the 
opportunities available too, as we move through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
“I am particularly excited by the RUH’s Improving Together organisational development 
programme, which aims to drive improvement at all levels in the Trust, empowering staff 
and defining and aligning common goals. I’m keen to see how this can be expanded into 
the wider health and care community beyond the RUH as we break down some of the 
traditional barriers and develop different ways of working in our system. 
 
“I’m thrilled to be taking up this role with the RUH and look forward to doing what I can to 
help support and guide the Trust moving forward.” 
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Trust Chair Alison Ryan said: “We were looking for someone with an understanding of the 
challenges we face as we go forward, both in Bath and the wider health system, who had 
passion for healthcare and our community and who had expert insights.  Dr Orpen 
admirably fitted the bill on all counts and we are delighted he will be joining us.”  
 
The Trust AGM will take place virtually on Tuesday 13 October, from 2pm – 4pm, via the 
MS Teams video conferencing service.  All you need to do to join the meeting is to type 
the following link into your web browser: www.ruh.nhs.uk/AGMlive 
 
The AGM is an opportunity to meet our new Chief Executive, Cara Charles-Barks, who will 
be sharing the progress we have made over the last year and what the future might hold 
for the RUH.  
 
There will also be an update on our financial position, our objectives and priorities, and the 
measures we are taking to ensure the hospital is open and can continue to treat patients 
safely during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editor: 

 

The World Health Organization has designated 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and Midwife to commemorate 

the 200
th
 anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale. Our nurses and midwives are a big part of the RUH 

family and throughout the year we are celebrating the work they do, going above and beyond every day to 

give our patients compassionate care. 

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment 

population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East 

Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical 

Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South 

Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery, 

services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support 

services.  

 

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for 

Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country 

offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and 

fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis. 

 

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site 

and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and 
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Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details 

visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future 

 

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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