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Advice on face coverings and masks at RUH

All outpatients and visitors to the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust (RUH) will be
asked to wear a face covering at all times from Monday 15 June.

The move, which is in line with other hospitals in England, follows a direction from the
Department of Health and Social Care to help reduce the risk of spreading coronavirus.

Face coverings can act as a barrier to prevent the spread of the virus from the wearer to others.
They can be purchased commercially or handmade, should cover the nose, mouth and chin and be
secured with elastic loops or ties, include multiple layers, be washable and reusable. There is
information online about how to wear and make a face covering.

Anyone coming to the RUH from Monday is asked to bring their own face covering. Disposable
face masks will be available if that is not possible. You must wear your face covering as you enter
the hospital via a main entrance or enter a department directly. Volunteers will be on site to assist
and to staff hand hygiene stations for people as they arrive and leave. We understand that not all
patients will be able to wear a face covering, such as young children or those with breathing
difficulties.

Trust Interim Chief Executive Libby Walters said: “Government advice and evidence suggests that
wearing a face covering alone is not sufficient to provide an adequate level of protection, so we’re
urging everyone to follow our clearly-marked social distancing advice. Please keep to the left as
you walk around our site and maintain a minimum physical distance of at least two metres from
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others. Clean your hands frequently and avoid touching your face and your face covering. Thank
you for your support and understanding.”

Another difference people will see from Monday is that staff at the RUH will be wearing surgical
masks, appropriate for their area and type of work. Again, this is in line with government
guidelines to maintain safety for visitors and staff at all times.

The public is reminded that visiting the RUH is currently suspended, other than in exceptional
circumstances. Please see our website for more information.

Ends

Notes to Editor:

The World Health Organization has designated 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and Midwife to commemorate
the 200™ anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale. Our nurses and midwives are a big part of the RUH
family and throughout the year we are celebrating the work they do, going above and beyond every day to
give our patients compassionate care.

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and
fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is how working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit for the future

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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