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Hospital Heroes Appeal raises almost £80K for staff at RUH Bath 
 

An incredible £77,000 has been raised to support staff at the Royal United Hospitals Bath during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Hospital Heroes Appeal was launched by the RUH’s charity The Forever Friends Appeal just over 
three weeks ago and the charity has been overwhelmed by the generosity from the public and local 
businesses. 
 
The money raised will purchase items needed for care packages and vital equipment to support the 
Critical Care unit, Respiratory unit and Emergency Department and many more areas in the RUH. 
 
Rhyannon Boyd, Head of Fundraising, The Forever Friends Appeal said: “We are extremely grateful to 
everyone who has donated to our appeal. We can’t thank everyone enough for thinking of our staff 
during this difficult time, it really means a lot.  
 
“We have been blown away by the number of people who want to do something to support and 
recognize our committed NHS workforce during this COVID-19 situation.  
 
“Some of the money has already enabled us to buy reclining bed chairs for our Critical Care staff to 
sleep on if they need to rest after a shift. We’ve also provided a new secure video messaging service 
called vCreate to help patients in Intensive Therapy Unit connect with their loved ones. And we also 
continue to provide pre-packed food and toiletries for our hard working staff and much more.” 
 
James Scott, RUH Chief Executive said: “It is heart-warming to see all the support and acts of 
kindness already flooding in for our staff. To everyone who has already contributed – thank you, and 
to those of you thinking of making a donation, we really value your help in these uncertain times.” 
 
If you would like to show your support for our hospital heroes, the best ways are either – make an 
online donation to our Hospital Heroes Appeal, register to be a volunteer at the RUH and/or share the 
charity’s news and thank you messages on your socials. Unfortunately, due to infection control 
restrictions, the RUH cannot accept handmade gifts or homemade food from the public. 
 
To find out about the charity’s Hospital Heroes Appeal and/or apply as a volunteer visit 
www.foreverfriendsappeal.co.uk.  
  
 
Ends  
 
For more information contact Rebecca Hedges, Marketing and Communications Officer on 01225 

826282 or email: Rebecca.hedges@nhs.net 
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Notes to Editor:  

 The Forever Friends Appeal is the charity for the Royal United Hospitals, Bath.  
 

 In response to the COVID-19 situation The Forever Friends Appeal has launched an urgent Appeal 
called ‘Help your hospital heroes’ as our hospital has come under increased pressure at this 
extraordinary time. The money raised will be used to purchase some of the items needed for care 
packages for staff (packaged food, toiletries etc.) and as well responding to other urgent requests from 
wards and departments. 
 

 Any local businesses who would like to donate bulk items for our staff care packages should call our 
office on 01225 825691 / 825931 and we can update you on the items we most need help with sourcing. 
 

About the Royal United Hospitals Bath 
 

 The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a 
catchment population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North 
East Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four 
Clinical Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and 
South Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

 The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and 
surgery, services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical 
support services. 

 

 For more information about RUH Bath visit www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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