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RUH granted planning permission for new Dyson Cancer Centre

The Royal United Hospitals (RUH) Bath NHS Foundation Trust has been granted full

planning permission for construction of the new Dyson Cancer Centre.

James Scott, RUH Chief Executive said: “On behalf of the community we serve, we're

delighted to reach this significant milestone. Our new world-class Centre will help

transform the care we provide for patients, families and carers and provide a nurturing and

therapeutic environment, reducing stress and anxiety and promoting health.

“It's taken a huge amount of planning and preparation, working with staff and patients and

our partners to get to this point.”

Scheduled to open for patients in 2023, the new Centre will be located next to the main

entrance of the RUH and will bring the majority of the RUH’s cancer services, including

research teams, under one roof.

Caroline Gilleece, RUH Matron and Cancer Lead Nurse said: “We are really excited by

what the future holds. This will be more than just a building, it will be a therapeutic

environment centred on patient care and experience, which will also provide a fantastic

place to work, so we can retain our dedicated staff and attract the very best to join us.”
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Cancer charity Macmillan Cancer Support is investing £1.5million to create a new patient
support centre called the Macmillan Wellbeing Hub which will be at the heart of the Dyson

Cancer Centre.

Maggie Crowe, Macmillan Partnership Manager said: “I'm thrilled to hear we are now are
one step closer to opening the doors of our new purpose-built Macmillan Wellbeing Hub. It
will be a sanctuary for patients and their families inside the Dyson Cancer Centre. It will
offer vital support as they go through treatment including counselling, a complementary
therapy suite and overnight accommodation so that families can stay close to their loved

ones.”

Rhyannon Boyd, Head of Fundraising, The Forever Friends Appeal said: “We are
delighted that the planning has been approved. It's truly special in its design and facilities
and we would like to take this opportunity to thank people for showing their support for our
RUH Cancer Care Campaign.”

Work will start on site in 2020 to demolish the old Therapies block, clearing the way for
construction to start on the new Dyson Cancer Centre in early 2021. The Centre will mark
the final phase of the RUH’s current Fit for the Future estates redevelopment plan, to

transform the northern part of the hospital site.

In the last decade the RUH has invested heavily in its estate and infrastructure and
delivered a range of new facilities, including the award winning Dyson Neonatal Care Unit,
a new pharmacy at the heart of the hospital and the recent RNHRD and Brownsword

Therapies Centre.

Further demolition and landscaping work to create a ‘green heart’, a purpose designed

garden area for the hospital, will take place once the Dyson Cancer Centre is open.
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Notes to Editor:

The World Health Organization has announced that 2020 will be the Year of the Nurse and Midwife to
commemorate the 200" anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale. Our nurses and midwives are a big
part of the RUH family and throughout the year we will be celebrating the work they do, going above and
beyond every day to give our patients compassionate care.

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and
fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is how working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit for the future

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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