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New on-site register service lightens the load for new parents
Parents in Bath & North East Somerset can now register their baby’s birth at the RUH for
the first time thanks to a new service launched this week.
Staff from Bath & North East Somerset Council’s register office will be available at the
RUH’s Mary Ward birth suite on Monday to Thursday mornings to register babies on site,
helping parents to avoid an extra journey at a later date and provide them with the birth
certificate straight away.
Until now, only babies in intensive care have been able to be registered on site but now
the service is open to all babies. The registrations are available on Monday to Thursday
mornings from 9.00am to 12noon.
RUH Maternity Matron Di Dorrington said: “Any parent with a newborn baby will tell you
that making the birth registration process easier is a great idea. Being able to do it here
and now at the RUH and avoiding tiring journeys into town can only be a benefit.”
Councillor Paul Crossley, cabinet member for Community Services, said: “Registering a
birth is a legal requirement that all parents need to ensure is done within 42 days of their
baby’s birth, but often travelling to a register office can be an extra strain at an already
tiring time. Our new service will make it easier for parents to get the paperwork done then
and there, as well as reduce the number of journeys they have to make with a newborn in
tow. I hope lots of residents will take advantage of the service and that it makes life easier
for them.”
Anyone not wishing to register their baby at the RUH birth suite is still able to register a
birth at the Guildhall in Bath or within the council’s Library and Information Services at
Midsomer Norton or Keynsham by making an appointment.
People who live outside Bath & North East Somerset but had their baby within the district
should register their baby at their local register office and their certificate will be posted to
them.

Birth certificates cost £11 each and are payable by card. Contactless payments are not
accepted.
Find out more about the council’s register office services at
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/births-marriages-and-deaths/register-offices

Ends

Notes to Editor:
The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.
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The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.
In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and
fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.
The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future
For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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