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Bloomin’ lovely RUH 
 

  
We’re really grateful to our fantastic group of green-fingered volunteers who help to keep 
the RUH estate looking a gardeners’ delight. 
 

The Friends of the RUH charity gardening team work all year round, digging, weeding, 

planting and potting to make sure the grounds and gardens are always a picture during the 

changing seasons. 

Gardening team leader and volunteer Jane Rymer said: “We do it because we just love 

gardening. Sometimes it’s hard work, but making the hospital a pleasure for patients, staff 

and visitors to enjoy and experience is all the reward we need.”  

The team is made up of eight volunteers who look after some 20 courtyard gardens 

around within the main hospital building, including the Jubilee Garden, the Four Seasons 

Garden and the two small gardens near the Atrium. The team will also take on a number of 

gardens within the new RNHRD and Brownsword Therapies Centre when it opens. 

On top of all that the volunteers are responsible for planting up the containers near the 

main entrance of the RUH twice a year. The Friends of the RUH fund the display of 

hanging baskets at the main entrance of the RUH and the Princess Anne Wing. 

Depending on the time of year the team do between 15 and 25 hours per week. 

The volunteers are supported by the Trust’s Estates Department. The main grass and 

hedge cutting maintenance is carried out by external contractors. 

RUH Director of Estates Brian Johnson said: “We’re fortunate that the RUH sits in a lovely 

52-acre estate with many natural spaces, gardens and courtyards that patients, staff and 

visitors can enjoy as a quiet place to sit or to lunch. The gardening team do a great job that 
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enhances the hospital environment for everyone. At this time of year you can really see 

the results of all the time and effort they put in.” 

Did you know… 

 There are more than 1,300 trees on the RUH site – all covered by a tree 

preservation order.  

 

 One is a Hippocrates tree, said to originate from the ancient Tree of Hippocrates on 

the Greek island of Kos. Legend has it that, under the shade of its branches, the 

father of medicine taught his students and created his famous oath, still relevant to 

the profession’s code of ethics, some 2,500 years ago. 

 

 Other rarities include a Judas tree from southern Europe, an Indian bean tree from 

southern United States, and a Chinese paperbark maple. 

 

 

Ends 

 

 

Notes to Editor: 

 

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment 

population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East 

Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical 

Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South 

Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery, 

services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support 

services.  

 

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for 

Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country 

offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and 

fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis. 

 

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site 

and further improving the services we provide.  The Trust is now building a purpose-built RNHRD and 

Therapies Centre and working towards new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details visit: 

www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future 

 

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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