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 Hassan’s hobby wins national award  
  

A surgeon from the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust (RUH) has won national 

recognition for his skills in photography.  

Hassan El-Wakeel, Associate Specialist in Breast and General Surgery at the RUH won the 

inaugural Architectural Photographer of the Year award with his image of the Royal Crescent in 

Bath. 

Hassan, a self-taught photographer said: “I was over the moon when I found out I’d won, it was 

completely unexpected, and to be honest I’d forgotten I had even entered. 

“Photography gives me the chance to embrace my artistic and creative side. It’s completely 

unrestricted, such a contrast to my job which is of course very structured and regulated. It’s 

something you can do anytime and anywhere, which means I can fit it around my busy work 

schedule and family commitments.  

“I take photos of so many areas of life, from buildings and animals to rugby and car racing at 

Castle Combe – it’s almost like having several different hobbies.”  

This is the first year of the awards, set up by The Museum of Bath Architecture, to explore 

the intrinsic link between architecture and photography and the way in which people engage in the 

built environment through photos.  

Hassan said: “My next step is to bring the architecture that I photograph to life by capturing the 

energy and movement around it. After all these are not empty buildings, they are full of people. 

“The RUH has always been supportive of my photography, particularly Art at the Heart who display 

my artwork along the hospital corridors. I meet lots of staff in the hospital who are interested in 

photography and I think that like me, many of them use it to unwind and de-stress. I would love to 

set up a staff photography club.” 
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Art at the Heart is a charitable organisation that uses the Trust’s empty walls to display and sell 

artwork. There displays make the RUH one of Bath’s largest and most accessible exhibition 

spaces. 

Hassan’s advice for budding photographers? “Watch YouTube videos, read books and get lots of 

practice, it really is trial and error, take as many pictures as you can. Get out there and enjoy it!”  

All the winning and runner-up photos from the competition are displayed at the Museum of Bath 

Architecture until 23rd June, where there is also a chance to vote to decide the public’s favourite 

photograph.  
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Notes to Editor: 

 

 The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a 
catchment population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in 
North East Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population 
served by four Clinical Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, 
Somerset CCG and South Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

 The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and 
surgery, services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and 
clinical support services.  

 

 In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for 
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the 
country offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer 
related fatigue and fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis. 
 

 The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming 
our site and further improving the services we provide.  The Trust is now building a purpose-built 
RNHRD and Therapies Centre and working towards new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details 
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future 
 

 For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: 
www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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